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TO  THE  FREEMBN   OF   RHODE-ISLAND, 

On   the  tweniieih  of  April  next,  you  will  again  eelect  your 
rulers  for  ibe  eoBuing  political  year. 

Although  1  am  do  preacher,  I  ehall  take  the  liberty  on  this 
occut^iur.  to  itke  a  teit,  wiiich  you  may  find  in  Adam  Smiih'i 
7  :..-•;}  c:  Jjl  jial  Sentiments,  (vol.  1.  3.  3.)  in  the  words  fol- 
iuwiiig:  '-Eiamine  the  P»,ecords  of  History,  recollect  what 
has  happened  viiihin  the  circle  of  your  own  experience,  con- 
eider  with  attention  what  has  been  tlie  conduct  of  all 
the  greatly  unfortunate,  either  in  public  or  private  life, 
whom  you  have  either  read  of,  beard  of  or  remember,  and  you 
will  find,  that  the  misfortunes  of  by  far  the  greatest  part  of 
them,  have  arisen  from  their  not  knowing  when  they  were  well 
off,  when  it  was  proper  for  them  to  Bit  Btiil  and  be  contented. 
The  inscription  upon  the  tombstone  of  the  man  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  mend  a  tolerable  conslitation  by  taking  pbvBic, 
•  I  WAS  WELL,  I  WISHED  TO  BE  BETTERl  HERE 
1AM  :'  may  generally  be  applied  with  great  justness  to  the 
distress  of  disappointed  avarice  and  ambition." 

Although  I  may  not  handle  my  text  with  much  skill  on  this 
occasion,  I  would  recommend  it  to  your  serious  coneideration, 
as  it  may  answer  a  good  purpose  ia  politics  and  business,  as 
well  as  in  sickness  and  in  health. 

You  are  now  called  upon  by  a  party  heretofore  unknown  in 
this  State,  the  leaders  and  most  active  of  whom  are  neither  of 
the  whole  or  half  blood  of  our  native  citizens;  and  have  no 
settlement  among  us  either  hy purchase  or  inheritance:  to  turn 
out  our  present  Xiovernor,  together  with  the  Senate,  and  put 
in  his  place,  a  young  gentlemen  from  Vermont. 

When  a  man,  who  has  served  the  public  as  long  and  as 
well  as  Governor  Fenner,  and  for  a  very  sniall  compensation, 
is  to  be  opposed,  the  first  questions  that  occur  are — what  has 
he  done  ?  and  who  are  his  accusers?  It  has  been  said  that  he 
and  the  members  of  the  Senate  have  aided  a  few  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  establishing  and  continuing 
:.  system  of  internal  taxes  for  nearly  ten  years  past ;  by  which 
tneans,  the  Rum  of  okehundeei>  and  mnett  sr»'EN  thoieand 

«Er£KTT  EIGHT  DOLLAJlf     A5.D  SEVENTT  CENTS,  have  beeD  COl* 


leol«d  and  paid  into  the  treasury.  Tlii«  sura  has  been  paid 
voluntarily,  as  no  man  is  obliged  to  hold  his  Bank  charter,  buy 
a  ticket  in  a  lottery,  or  take  a  license  for  any  purpose,  un- 
less he  pleases;  and  it  has  kept  the  same  sums  for  the  same 
time  from  being  paid  by  the  Landholders  of  this  State,exclusiv6- 
ly  and  by  compulsion. 

The  question  is  now  fairly  before  you  lio  settle,  whether 
you  will  aid  this  National  Party  (as  they  call  themselves)  in 
turning  out  the  Governor,  and  pay  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars by  land  tax  exclusively  for  the  next  ten  years,  to  support 
the  Government, — or,  whether,  you  will  help  the  State  Repub- 
lican party  keep  him  in,  and  pay  the  taxes  as  they  are  now 
paid.  This  you  will  find  the  whole  question  at  issue.  If  the 
Landholders  should  so  far  forget  their  own  interest,  and  what 
is  due  to  themselves  and  families,  as  to  join  the  Nationals  and 
turn  out  the  present  Governor  and  Senate,  they  will  find  out 
when  it  is  too  late,  what  Pyrrhus,  a  celebrated  General  and 
Ring  of  Epirus  said,  after  he  had  obtained  a  great  victory  over 
the  Romans,  (many  being  slain  on  both  sides)  "  that  such 
another  victory  would  totally  ruin  him." 

You  are  no  doubt  conversant  with  the  Scriptures.  If  so 
you  will  find  a  passage  that  you  may  hereafter  have  cause  to  re- 
member, if  you  neglect  to  take  care  of  yourselves  at  this  tim.e. 
It  is  in  these  words  :  "  There  went  out  a  decree  in  the  days 
Claudius  Caesar,  that  all  the  world  should  be  taxed. "^  Let  the 
Nationals  get  into  power  in  this  State,  and  they  will  soon 
issue  a  decree,  that  all  your  land  sTiall  he  taxed,  and  all  the 
ii\ternal  taxes  abolished. 

When  President  Adams  laid  his  land  tax,  the  people  in  this 
State  could  hardly  bear  to  hear  his  name  mentioned. 

If  you  now  want  to  change  your  rulers,  introduce  strangers, 
increase  your  expenses  and  pay  them  all  by  a  land  tax,  you 
will  on  the  20th  day  of  April  next,  issue  your  decree  accord- 
ingly. If  you  do  not,  hold  on  where  you  are,  being  well  off, 
and  having  the  power  in  your  own  hands,  you  will  have  abun- 
dant cause  to  remember  my  text—"  tee  were  well,  we  wished  to 
be  better  ;  here  ive  arcJ' 

Would  any  prudent  shipowner  having  a  ship  returned  from 
a  long  voyage  with  a  valuable  cargo,  Captain  and  crew  all 
well,  ship  in  good  order,  having  no  portage  bills  to  pay,  when 
he  got  her  again  ready  for  sea,  wi\h  a  valuable  cargo,  bound  to 
the  same  port,  employ  a  young  green  hand  for  Captain  (and 
the  crew  no  better)  who  would  be  as  likely  to  put  to  sea  in  a 
storm,  as-with  a  fair  wind,  and  perhaps  not  find  the  port ;  un- 
til he  had  enquired  of  his  old^Captain  and  crew  whether  they 
would  take  charge  of  his  ship  again?  and  if  they  would  take 


charge  of  it  again,  wliicli  ought  he  to  employ  I  Your  hou«st 
answer  to  this  question  ouglit  to  be  your  guide  at  tlic  eusuing 
•lection.  If  he  did  not  take  his  old  Captain  and  crew,  he 
Would  have  cause  to  remember  my  text  ; — 

"  /  hrirl  a  ship  rrith  an  crperirnted  Captain  and  crrw  ;  / 
wanted  a  hettcr  ;  here  I  am  xcithout  ship  or  cargo.''' 

Whenever  prudence  does  not  direct,  or  justice  require  you 
to  attempt  to  change  your  rulers, or  your  situation  in  life,  what- 
ever it  may  be  ;  those,  who  do  attempt  it,  play  at  the  mo?t  un- 
equal game  of  hazard  and  stake  every  thing,  against  nothing. 
Those  of  you,  who  shall  help  change  the  administration  in  this 
State  (if  you  should  succeed)  will  lose  to  the  State,  about 
$"25,000,  annually  in  internal  taxes,  and  bring  that  sum  on 
your  land,  which  you  must  pay  at  all  events. 

Government  ha?  its  origin  in  the  weakness  of  individuals, 
nnd  has  for  its  object,  the  protection  of  the  whole.  Monty 
must  be  had.  The  National  party  are  strongest  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  most  of  thetn  have  always  been 
opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  internal  taxes.  Their  opposi- 
tion now  is  only  smothered,  because  they  know  if  they  should 
pass  an  act  to  abolish  tlie  internal  taxes  and  put  on  a  land  tax, 
that  such  an  act  would  not  pass  the  Senate.  Turn  out  your 
present  Governor  and  Senate,  and  the  National  party  would 
soon  issue  their  decreo,  that  all  your  land  should   be  taxed. 

My  advice  to  you  is,  when  almost  the  whole  civilized  world 
is  in  a  state  of  commotion,  revolution  and  warfare,  to  be  pa- 
tient; consent  to  be  happy  and  remain  contented  a  Jittle  long* 
€r  until  those  troubles  subside,  to  pause  and  reflect  upon  what 
you  are  about  to  do  before  it  is  too  late,  as  it  is  much  easier  to 
keep  out  of  difficulty  than  to  get  out  when  you  are  in.  And 
in  public  as  in  private  affairs,  you  ought  never  to  change  a 
certainty  for  an  uncertainty. 

In  changing  the  administration  of  this  State  (while  you  have 
nothing  to  complain  of)  you  have  every  thing  to  lose,  and  noth- 
ing toijain,  but  a  new  high  sounding  title. 

In  France  we  hear  of  nothing  but  a  republican,  citizen 
King.  In  absolute  governments,  titles  are  on  the  decline, 
when  in  this  little  State  it  seems  they  are  on  the  rise  ;  as  those, 
who  rome  among  us  from  other  States,  who  now  offer  to  echool 
us  in  the  science  of  government, and  to  take  the  whole  trouble 
of  governiuir  ourselves,  off  of  our  hands,  are  not  .«:atii:ficd  with 
being  called  merely  State  Republicans,  but  assume  the  sound- 
ing name  of  Nationals. 

I  believe  that  "with  all  our   money  the  Nation  can  look  cut 

,for  itself,  and  that  we  had  better  see  to  our  own  concerns.     I 

should  advise  my  brother  farmers  to  support  the  present  Prox. 


er  live  in  peacd,  until  they  would  have  a  King   to   rule  oyer 
them.     Thu3-the  nationals  tell  us,  that  we  have  no  native 
born  citizen  among  us  of  education  and  talent,  equal  to  the 
task  of  ruling  us,  and  that  We  shall  have  no  peace    until  wo 
will  accept  one  of  their  nationals  and  a  foreigner   for  a  Gov-^ 
ernor.     Some  of  the  printers  say  we  ought  to  change  our  Gov- 
ernor and  Senate,  because  when  any  of  them  go  to  Washing-. 
ton  and  tell  a  Jackson  man  that  this  is  a  Clay  state,  they   are 
reminded  that  our  Governor  and   Senate  are   in    favor  of  the 
present  administration  ;  and  that  this  is  very  mortifying.    Oh  f 
Jie,  Jie,  what  a  pity  !  as  my  grandmother  used  to  say  ;    has 
it  come  to  this,  that  we  must  change  our  administration  in  this 
State  every  time  some  printer  goes  to  Washingion  and  is  mor- 
tified at  hearing  the  truth,  or  whenever  they  represent   things 
for  facts,  that  they  know  to  be  otherwise  ?     If  so,    miserably 
pitiful  would  be  our  condition,  and  we  should  be   obliged  to 
have  a  weekly   instead  of  an  annual  election,  and  turn  every 
man  out  of  office   who  is  not  for   Mr.    Clay,   of  whose  eleva-> 
tion  to  the  Presidency,  there  is  oot  the   least  probability,   as 
three  fourths  of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States,  have  already 
rendered  a  verdict   against   him,  and  nine  tenths  will,  before 
the  election.     Besides  H.  Clay,  is  too  well  advised  to  become 
the  Candidate  of  the  national  party.     He  understands  him^ 
self  better  than  to  risque  the  remnant  of  his  fame  in  the  hands 
of  such  a  combination. 

The  fate  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  whose  ambition  led  him  ta 
aspire  to  the  Presidency,  before  his  proper  time,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  deter  H.  Clay,  from  being  the  disappointed  victim  of 

the   COALITION. 

I  should  thmk  that  after  Mr.  Clay  had  spent  four  or  five 
years  of  the  best  of  his  life  in  standing  in  almost  all  the  public 
places  in  his  own  state,  haranguing  the  people,  making  speech- 
es in  favour  of  himself  and  against  the  President, delivering  lec- 
tures on  war,  pestilence  and  famine  at  his  barbacues,  being  an 
orator  of  persuasive  eloquence,  a  great  gallant,  a  great  promot- 
er of  the  American  System  and  the  cause  of  temperance,  by 
eating  roast  pigs  and  increasing  the  consumption  of  whiskey, 
able  and  willing  to  play  or  fight  to  accommodate  his  eonstitU" 
■«nts  ;  if  after  all  this  and  with  all  these  accomplishments,  he 
cannot  get  the  vote  of  his  own  state  where  he  is  well  known,  it 
is  time  for  those  who  do  not  know  him  so  well,  to  give  him  up 
and  take  some  Jack  at  a  pinch.  I  Should  as  soon  'of  think  runN 
ning  against  Eclipse  with  Purdy  on  his  back  for  all  I  was  worth 
with  a  horse  that  could  not  get  out  first  when  he  run  alone,  as 
of  running  Mr.  Clay  for  the  Presidency  against  the  present 
incumbent  under  such  circumstances. 


I  have  wandered  from  my  text,  out  as  it  i.s  iJic  first  niul  in 
i»H  probability  will  be  the  latit  sermon  1  shall  ever  deliver,  1 
toust  be  excused.  .My  iiilciitioii  was  to  confine  myself  to  our 
state  aflfiiirs  and  not  to  meddle  with  national  jjolilics.  Siifll- 
cient  for  llie  day  is  the  evil  thereof  I  had  been  inadvertently 
4rawn  off  the  subject  by  casting  my  eye  on  a  newspaper.  But 
whenever  tiie  great  political  contest  for  tiie  Piesidency  shall  ar- 
rive, I  shall  be  willing  to  meet  the  nation.\i.s  in  the  field  of 
reason,  and  if  I  cannot  convince  any  reasonable  man,  who 
neither  holds  nor  wishes  for  an  olFice,  it  is  more  for  his  in- 
terest and  the  public  good  to  support  the  present  administra- 
tion, than  those  opposed  to  it,  I  will  vote  with  him   against   it. 

Th«  object  of  the  present  administration  is  to  pay  the  na- 
tional debt,  which  by  strict  economy  they  have  reduced  to 
about  FORTV  MM.i.io.vs  OF  Doi,i..\r.s.  This  will  put  that  siM 
INTO  rrRCi:i..\TioN   IN  the  country  ;     lowf.ii  the    kai  k  of 

INTEHEST  OF    MONKT,    .AND    INCRp.\SE    THE    VALUE    of  Imid  (iml 

produce  ;  and  enable  the  government  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
idl  such  articles  as  are  not  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of 
•this  country. 

The  object  and  policy  of  the  opposition  arc  to  keep  on  tlu; 
national  debt,  and  all  the  duties  and  taxes  for  the  purpose  of 
making  roads  and  canals,  with  your  money,  in  the  western 
country  ;  to  enable  people,  who  cither  had  their  land  given  to 
them,  or  paid  very  little  for  it,  to  bring  their  produce  here, 
at  your  expense  and  undersell  you,  who  have  given  from  ten  to 
one  hundred  dollars  per  acre  for  your  land.  Tlie  experiments 
of  internal  improvements  and  what  is  falsely  called  the  Amer- 
ican System,  which  were  actually  before  Congress  in  1830, 
were  estimated  at  about  jJ'Oo.OOO.OOO.  Had  not  a  check  been 
put  upon  these  experiments,  the  national  debt  would  liavo 
been  augmented,  and  the  very  expenses  of  Government  must 
have  been  defrayed  by  direct  taxes.  The  administration  is  de- 
termined first  to  get  out  of  debt,  relieve  the  people  from 
taxes,  and,  if  a  fiurplus  of  revenue  remains  after  defraying 
the  government  expenses,  to  divide  it  among  the  Slates, 
that  the  Legislatures  may  appropjiate  it  among  their  own  citi- 
zens as  their  wisdom  or  necessity  requires.  This  will  be 
found  to  be  the  true  American  System,  which  you  can  all 
see  and  realize.  Any  man  whose  property  is  in  farminii 
land,  who  cannot  choose  between  two  such  parties,  is  fit 
only  to  be  a  slave. 

Fellow-citi/.cns  of  Rhode-Inland,  you  arc  descended  from 
the  real  puritans,  the  purest  of  the  pure,  from  those  who  were 
cnmpeltc'l  to  lire  to  thj?  re^jion  from  a  rpi;:n  o!'  (error  uml, 
;i    -ci';:"!    !ier.-'CUlioii.    jmkI   c:inn-    liillnr    "  Im    d<ri!uuoU  ;ii>'    I" 


la 

ihe  World  by  lively  experiment,  that  a  most  flourishing  citif 
state  may  best  stand  and  be  maintained  with  a  full  liberty 
in  religious  concernments,"  without  any  compulsion  or  reg- 
ulation by  law ;  and  their  experiraeat  has  been  hitherto  suc- 
cessful. You  ha.vc  been  in  war,  by  sea  and  land,  among 
the  bravest  of  the  brave;,  in  peace,  industrious^  iintelligent 
and  honest ;  in  comn^rce,  enterpisising  ;  in  manufaciuring,,. 
skillful  and  persevering ;  and  in  every  situation,  good  citizens. 
Your  ancestors  have  left  you  a  goodly  inheritance,  and  yoii. 
hold  your  tights,,  privileges- and  estates,  by  an  honorable  ten- 
ure. Your  fathers  gave  them  to  their  sons  and  they  again  to 
theirs  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  transmit  them  safely  down  to  yout 
Mucceediog  heirs,  saying  to  them  "this  is  a  land  your  forefa- 
thers sought  as  a  place  of  rational  liberty  and  religious  tolera- 
tion :  as  we  have  received  it  from  them,  so  we  leave  it  to  you." 

A  public  station  is  a  situation  that  gives  a  man  power  and 
requires  energy  in  him  to  do  his  duty  to  his  country  and  his 
friends  ;  and  if  he  does  not,  but  sleeps  upon  his  post^  he  is  as 
blamableas  the  man  who  goes  over  tothe  enemy  ift  time  oi' 
war.  Judging  what  may  be  from  what  has  been,  you  hav« 
every  reason  to  believe  that  Gov.  Fenner,  who  is  a  gentleman 
of  sound  mind,  of  good  common  sense,  and  great  experience,, 
with  a  Hberal  education  and  in  every  respect  well  qualified, will- 
fearlessly  do  his  duty  according,  to  the  best  of  his  understand- 
ing and  to  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

I  would  now  seriously  ask  you  what  you  have  to  expect  froi»> 
Mr.  Arnold,  if  he  should  be  chosen.  If  he  should  come  over 
to  our  side  and  pursue  the  same  measures  with  us,  keep-oa  the 
internal  and  keep  off  the  land  taxes,  his  own  party  would  cali^ 
him  as  great  a  traitor  to  them  as  Gen.  Arnold  was  to  his  coun- 
try, when  he  sold  his  brethren  in  arms  for  British  gold.  But 
ho  is  an  honorable  man  and  cannot  do  ix.  I  should  have  a 
very  diflferent  opinion  of-  him,  if  he  could  thus  change  sides. 
You  have  then,  nothing  to  expect  from  his  election,  bat  an  en- 
tire change  in  your  revenue  system,  taxes  and  expenses.  Else 
why  all  this  party  commotion  !  It  cannot  be  for  a  mere  title  : 
the  object  is  to  effect  an.  entiie  change  in  your  system  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Whenever  you  choose  men  to  office,,  you- will  be  safest  ini 
choosing  those  whose  interest  is  similar  to  yours  ;  and  then, 
if  they  impose  any  burden  upon  you,  they  do  upon  themselves 
at  the  same  time.  All  Gov.'Penner's  estate  is  in  land,  and  if 
he  takes  care  of  himself  he  must  of  you. 

What  Mr.  Arnold's  property  is  in,  I  know  not  :  I  believe 
he  has  been  a  lawyer,  a  commission  merchant,  and  a  specula- 
tor in  banks  and  turnpikes. 

ThG  NATiovAi.s  say  that  Gov.  Fenner  has  been  in  office 
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long  enough,  and  ouglit  to  be  turm,'d  uut  for  tJiiii  reaaon  Tlicy 
have  been  trying  for  several  years  and  yet  cannot  find  a  native 
cinzen  among  their  wiiole  purly,  (ulihotigh  ihcy  chiim  A  very 
Jar^e  nrejority  (ind  ahnost  all  the  men  of  educatioti,  Wealth,  and 
talent  on  their  side)  but  are  obligcrl  to  go  to  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts  for  candidatc^K 

The  opposition  say  that  Gov.  Fcntier  onghtlo  be  turned  out 
because  he  is  in  favour  of  the  present  administration  of  the 
National  Government.  Thts  comes  with  a  very  ill  gra-c«  from 
those,  who  but  a  few  years  ^incc  Jreld  up,  that  if  a  man  wan 
opposed  to  any  of  the  measdrcs  'of  Mr.  Adams's  cdministra- 
tion^  it  disqualified  him  from  holding  any  office  in  town  or 
State  ;  -and  who  now  aro  conti<iuaJly  grumbling  and  telling  us 
that  it  is  ati  «wftjl  thing  foY  th«  rfcsident  to  turn  out  defaul- 
ters and  8windl"ef8,  and  put  his  frietKis  in  •office.  These  very 
men  ^tave -taken  upon  thcmsclvci  the  name  of  National  Rr- 
'PUBLICA^f?*,  -a  name  whioh  they  tSisgrace  by  opposing  the  na- 
tional republican  administratbti,  chosen  by  more  than  three 
•luarlers  of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States.  And  they  say 
that  Gov.  Fenner  ought  to  be  turned  out  because  he  will  not 
help  tltem  oppose  the  constitutional  natipnal  government  of  his 
country,  which  his  oath  of  office  binds  him  to  support ;  and 
because  he  will  not  help  them  abuse  the  man  whom  a  very 
great  majority  of  the  Nation  have  seen  fit  to  elect  for  their 
President,  and  will  elect  again,  if  his  life  is  spared.  I  should 
as  soon  tiiink  of  Belzebub  with  all  his  train  of  hypocrites  and 
infidels,  assuming  the  name  of  the  only  orthodox  church,  while 
in  open  rebellion  and  hostility  to  all  the  Christian  Churches 
of  whatever  name  or  denomination,  as  of  this  opposition  assum- 
ing the  name  of  National  Republicans,  while  they  are  act- 
ing both  openly  and  secretly  against  the  only  National  Repub- 
lican Government  in  existence. 

I  am  not  old  enough  to  remember  a  great  many  years  past ; 
but  have  heard  my  grandfather  tell  how  the  country  people 
were  oppressed  in  the  revolution  by  very  heavy  taxes  to  pay 
the  interest  of  the  State  debt.  Cattle  were  frequently  sold  at 
auction  for  taxes,  for  from  five  to  seven  dollars  a  head,  and 
half  of  that  went  to  pay  costs.  And  when  tirey  attempted  to 
have  a  new  apportionment  made,  because  some  of  the  country 
towns  paid  more  than  the  town  of  Providence  ;  although  the 
taxes  were  tyrannical,  oppressive  and  unjust,  such  was  the  op- 
position to  a  new  estimate,  that  it  was  three  years  before  a  vote 
could  be  obtained  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  take 
one  ;  and  at  that  time  the  country  towns  and  their  members 
were  all  united  and  had,  as  I  understand,  many  able  men 
among  them. 
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What  13  the  sidlafion  of  the  two  parties  in  this  State  at  thi& 
time?  The  country  interest  lessening  and  divided  among 
themselves  ;  few  men  of  talents  to  ttftditatc  or  defend  them  in 
the  House  of  Represeutaatives.  Thfe  6ther  party  who  calls 
themselves  nationals  and  represent  the  tnonied  interest,  are 
increasing  in  nutobets,  wealth  and  talent,  with  a  bank  capita) 
of  nearly  seven  millions  to  operate  in  their  favor,  besides  alJ 
their  notes,  bonds  and  mortgagess 

If  this  class  of  men  in  fof  mer  Iktiies  cDftlended  so  long  against 
what  was  so  manifestly  just,  do  you  expect  that  now,  if  they  get 
into  power,  they  will  continue  the  internal  taxes,  which  they 
say  are  not  only  unjust  but  unCoftstitutional,  and  to  get  rid  of 
which^they  have  already  spent  $3,000,  to  try  the  case  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ?  This  would  be  too 
much  to  eipect  of  any  men^  What  would  have  been  your  sit- 
uation if  they  had  siicceeded  in  these  five  suits  against  the 
state?  You  would  have  had  to  pay  all  the  money  back  by  land 
tax  with  all  the  interest  and  costs. 

What  guarantee  have  you  against  these  measures,  if  L.  H. 
Arnold  and  his  Sefitafe  are  elected  ?  He  and  some  of  them 
Were  members  of  the  Assembly,  in  1828--9,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  debated  whether  the  27th  Section  of  the  Act,  relating 
to  the  collecting  and  assessing  of  taxes,  should  be  repealed, 
and  all  property  real  and  personal  made  liable  to  be  assessed 
in  taxes.  What  was  his  and  their  course  on  that  occasion. 
They  spoke  and  voted  against  the  proposition.  He  the.i  ad- 
vocated the  doctrine  that  corporations  n)lght  hold  property  to 
an  almost  indefinite  amount,  and  ought  not  to  be  assessed  in 
taxes. 

When  a  man  sits  down  to  mortgage  his  estate  with  all  the 
formality  of  signing,  sealing  and  delivering,  it  naturally  caus- 
es some  serious  reflections.  When  you  sign  a  prox  in  favor  of 
the  Nationals,  you  will  find  it  the  same  in  eflect  as  a  mortgage 
of  your  real  estate  for  your  part  of  the  state  debt  and  state 
expenses  ;  as  much  so  as  though  you  had  actually  mortgaged  it 
in  a  formal  manner. 

Annexed  you  have  a  list  of  the  internal  taxes,  as  they  have 
been  paid  into  the  treasury,  by  whicJi  you  will  see,  that  of  late, 
they  have  considerably  increased.  If  the  present  Governor 
and  Senate  can  be  supported,  this  internal  revenue  will  soon 
increase,  so  that  the  avails  will  support  the  State  Government, 
pay  your  State  debt,  and  support  Free  Schools.  And  remein- 
bei,  that  your  only  refuge  against  oppression,  in  the  last  resort, 
is  m  your  Governor  and  Senate.  We  have  had  no  land  tax  in 
this  State  since  1822;  and  since  that  time  the  internal  rev- 
enue system,  as  it  is  called,  has  produced  the  following  sums, 
annually    : 
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Year  ending  Rlav,             IS'^'i,  .f<  S,(>:li»  77  c(:>. 

is\>:),  ic.is,;  7(;  - 

\"'i{,  'i:l,7:n  :{7  - 

isi"),  is,()i(>  :{v^  - 

18^7,  14,4(i:^  ^7  - 

18-28,  'iiS,2:V.)   17  - 

18 JO,  '>,('.'> I   .30  - 

1880,  :i(),(r,u  f»8  . 

Six  montlii*,  ciuling  Oct.  18:{ll,  l'.t,;{6.>  80 


Sum  total,  ft|«l7,018  70 
If  the  revenue  for  llie  current  hall"  yrar  cciuais  llial  ol  lln: 
last,  you  will  perceive  an  in<;rcase  of  about  ."i^SOOO  ovit  liiat 
of  tlie  last  year.  Thus,  are  all  the  expenses  of  governinenl 
met  and  delrayed  without  direcl  taxation.  Having  ridW  jiot 
through  with  my  text,  il  olily  remains  forme  to  make  some  few 
remarks  by  way  of  d/jp/icatiun,  and  then  leave  you  in  your  own 
hands,  as  you  have  the  power  to  protect  or  ruin  yourselv(.>s. 

But  for  the  editors  of  the  Journal  and  American,  thtio 
would  have  been  no  opposition  to  the  Governor  llio  last  year 
or  this.  These  men  disagree  about  most  things.  But  altliouL'li 
they  appear  to  differ  by  day-light,  yet  they  can  unite  at  mid- 
night in  socfct  conclave,  for  your  destructioiu  Thry  h.ivc 
learnt  (in  the  words  of  the  Apostle)  to  "bccojne  all  things  \u 
nil  men."  One  of  them  indeed  seems  to  have  more  liberality 
than  the  other,  and  is  not  for  condemning  a  whole  society,  be- 
cause all  its  members  are  not  perfect,  nor  for  calling  all  men 
tiplers  and  drunkards  merely  because  they  have  a  license  to 
retail  liquor.  The  other,  having  been  uncommonly  iiiuidl, 
hnnrst  and  trinpcrntc  himself,  has  no  charily  for  bariLrup/s, 
('rcfinafonf,  or  those  who  buy  or  sell  strong  drink.  Notwilli- 
standing  their  apparent  division,  thry  and  their  employers  have 
agreed  to  join  together  to  (iflect  your  downfall.  The  coulry  is 
tilled  with  their  papers  without  expense  to  tliose,  to  whom  they 
are  sent.  ^V ho  pays  for  f/um  ?  You  can  hardly  sec  a  coiui- 
tryman  take  ofT  his  hat  but  it  is  full  of  them. 

Tliis  is  written  by  a  landholder  who,  is  in  debt  for  his  land  , 
and  il  is  addressed  to  lamJhohhrs  wheth«r  they  arc  masons  or 
antiinasons  ;  larifT  or  anti-tarilT  ;  Jack.'on,  Adams  ttx  Clay 
men;  administration  or  opposition  men.  These  are  all  name.>- 
of  little  consequence  to  you,  cotnparcd  with  your  homes  and 
l.unilies.  It  is  best  to  try  one  (juestion  at  a  time.  The  »pie.s- 
lion  now  on  trial  is — whether  you  shall  pay  a  licavy  land  tax, 
which  will  continue  and  increase  as  long  as  you  live, — or  not. 
And,  if  it  goes  against  you  this  time,  remember  you  can  have 
no  appeal  or  new  trial. 
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|)iopnty  and  ihn  liglit  of  self  government  :  we  have  powerfVil 
ciieinios  in  tl>e  field  who  will  spare  neither  money  nor  pains. 
JTiiit  uur  cavsc  is  a  glorious  unc,  and  ire  must  unilr^Jig/it  and 
ion(jiur,  or  consent  to  be  slaves. 

A  LANDHOLDER. 
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